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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-3, 5-6, 14-16, 18-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Huang et al. (U.S. 20050033571). 

As to claims 1 and 21 , Huang et al. teaches a user interface for an electronic 
device comprising: a sensor capable of sensing a physical movement of a user 
associated with an oral communication and generating an indication thereof 
(paragraphs [0008] - [0011], [0022]); and an interface through which the sensor can 
provide the indication to the electronic device thereof (paragraphs [0024], [0026], 
[0031]). 

As to claims 2, 15, and 24, Huang et al. teaches means for positioning the sensor 
to sense the physical movement (paragraph [001 1]). 

As to claims 3 and 16, Huang et al. teaches a microphone (Figs. 7, 8 &10, 
microphone) capable of receiving the oral communication from the user (paragraph 
[0053]). 
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As to claims 5 and 18, Huang et al. teaches the user interface includes a 
connector (Fig. 1 not explicitly shown). 

As to claims 6 and 19, Huang et al. teaches transmitting over a wireless 
communications link (paragraph [0027]). 

Claim 14 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with respect to 
claim 1. Furthermore, Huang et al. teaches an electronic device (Fig. 1, computer 110; 
[0024]). 

As to claim 20, Huang et al. teaches the electronic device comprises a computing 
apparatus of a mobile phone ([0024]). 

As to claim 22, Huang et al. teaches receiving the oral communication ([0008], 
[0022]); invoking a voice-based capability ([0045], [0046], [0049]); and processing the 
received oral communication response to sensing the initiation thereof (([0008], [0022], 
[0045], [0046], [0049]). 

As to claim 23, Huang et al. teaches initiating an oral communication with the 
electronic device ([0031]). 

As to claim 25, Huang et al. teaches sensing the electrical activity of the 
musculature effecting the physical movement ([0008], [001 1]). 

As to claim 26, Huang et al. teaches indicating to the electronic device includes 
generating an electrical signal ([0031]). 

As to claim 27, Huang et al. teaches indicating to the electronic device includes 
conditioning the electrical signal (Fig. 1; [0032] - [0033] - where Huang discussed 
networking environments that include other networks intranets and the Internet; 
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establishing communications link between computers; hence it is necessary to condition 
the signal for compatibility with the input/output protocol employed by different 
computers and different networks). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4, 9, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Huang et al. (U.S 20050033571 ) in view of Rigaux et al. (US 6,324,432). 

As to claims 4, 9, and 17, Huang et al. does not teach the sensor comprises an 
electromyographic sensor. 

Rigaux et al. teaches the sensor comprises an electromyographic sensor (col. 2, 
lines 11-18). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Rigaux into the teachings of Huang 
for the purpose of sufficient detecting the muscle activities, as discussed by Rigaux (col. 
2, lines 8-12). 

5. Claims 7-8, 1 0-1 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Huang et al. (U.S 20050033571 ). 
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As to claims 7-8, Huang et al. teaches a microphone (Fig. 8, microphone 456); a 
sensor capable of sensing a physical movement associated with an oral communication 
and generating an indication thereof (paragraphs [0008] - [001 1], [0022]); positioning to 
locate the sensor to sense the physical movement (paragraphs [001 1], [0055]); and an 
interface through which the sensor can provide the indication to the electronic device 
thereof (paragraphs [0024], [0026], [0031]). 

Huang et al. further teaches a headset (Fig. 8, 450) that includes a head mount 
451 with earphones and sensor (bone sensitive microphone 458) instead of a base that 
a microphone and sensor associated with the base, and microphone and headset are 
available in a variety of shapes and sizes (paragraph [0055]). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that 
one would choose a headset that includes a head mount with earphones and sensor or 
a headset that having an earpiece and a base which a microphone and sensor are 
associated with, the latter one is the preferred one in the instant application. 

Claims 10, 1 1 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with 
respect to claims 5 and 6, respectively. 

As to claims 1 2-1 3, Huang et al. teaches a headset further comprising a speaker 
and a headband (Fig. 8, head mount 451) (paragraph [0055]). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 



Application/Control Number: 10/756,869 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2614 

Dooley et al. (US 6,733,360) teaches toy device responsive to visual input. 
Gable et al. (2007/0100608) teaches speaker verification system using acoustic 
data and non-acoustic data. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quynh H. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7489. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday from 6:30 A.M. to 
5:00 P.M. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Ahmad Matar, can be reached on 571-272-7488. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see httD://p3ir-direct.uspto.qov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Quynh H Nguyen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2614 



